
Dannieh goes cleaner!
Union of Municipalities of Dannieh, Lebanon

Waste management

Through this action, a youth-driven initiative resulted in the  

removal of 9 tonnes of waste, raising the awareness of the general 

public and improving municipal equipment.

Increased demand of municipal cleaning services due the 

increased population by displaced Syrians.

Increase by approximately 50% of the amount of waste 

collected in Lebanese municipalities since the beginning 

of the Syrian crisis in 2011

Intensification of the misery experienced by the displaced 

Syrians and the hosting communities, resulting on growing 

social unrest and conflict.

Health risks related to accumulation of waste due to “on the 

road” dumping on litter 

Lack of human resources and appropriate technical equi-

pment in the Union of Municipalities
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To improve street cleaning to avoid waste accumulations 

causing risks to population of the region, both inhabitants 

and refugees. 

To mitigate the effect of displaced Syrians crises influx in 

waste management of the Union of Municipalities of Dan-

nieh.

Build the awareness of local inhabitants about street  

cleanliness, health and environment in general.

To prevent waste generation and increase the capacities of the 

Union of the Municipalities of Dannieh in waste management.

Challenges addressed Main objectives

Specific objectives

PROMOTER

MedCities and Union of  

Municipality of Dannieh with 

the support of the Metropoli-

tan Area of Barcelona and Ca-

talan Agency for Development 

and Cooperation.

COLLABORATORS

Youth Dialogue Association 

YDA and local Scout groups.

BENEFICIARIES

Inhabitants and merchants all 

along a 5 Kms. main road from 

Kfarhabou until Mrah EL Sreij 

passing through Kfarchlan 

within the Union of  

Municipalities of Dannieh.

Technical assistance on waste 

management targeting  

refugee host communities.

PROJECT TYPE

DATES

November and December 2017.
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Dannieh is a region in North Lebanon that stretches from the Mediterranean Sea 

to the highest mountains in the Middle East. The area accommodates 172 000 

registered inhabitants and, in addition, an estimated 60 000 displaced Syrians. 

The Dannieh Union of Municipalities unites 23 municipalities and holds compe-

tence over a number of urban services, including waste collection.

MedCities supported Dannieh in conducting an awareness raising campaign 

to stress the importance of keeping the roads and streets clean. The campaign, 

led by the local NGO Association of Youth Dialogues YDA, included engagement 

with scout groups and made use of striking visual material along the roadside, 

informative videos and the distribution to drivers of information and reusable 

rubbish bags to discourage “on the road” dumping of litter. The aim was to hi-

ghlight the health risks related to waste dumping, along with communicating 

its environmental and socio-economic effects. 

The campaign included clean-up actions that resulted in volunteers recovering 

around 9 tons of waste and then sorting out recyclable materials for further 

treatment. The Union of Municipalities has also been provided with a mechanical 

road sweeper to increase its capacity to keep roads free of waste.

Project description

The removal and sorting of 9 tons of waste 

form the sides of the road.

Raised awareness regarding the effects of littering 

among the general public, merchants and drivers 

along 5 km of road.

Improved municipal equipment.

Impact and results
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